










Sacred Heart became a parish in June of 1982.  Fr. Pat McCormick was Sacred Heart’s first 

resident pastor. As Sacred Heart met the requirements of 100 families’ membership and showing 

the ability to financially support a full time pastor, the Sacred Heart Parish Council petitioned 

Archbishop Donellan to make their rapidly growing mission a parish. In June of 1982, the 

Archbishop granted approval to change the status of the church from a mission to a parish which, 

by definition, is a church served by a resident pastor. 

 

Under Fr. Pat’s leadership, the church grew. A new Fellowship Hall was constructed, consisting 

of a kitchen/dining area, offices, and a Religious Education building. Stained Glass windows 

were added to the sanctuary as a project led by the ladies of the church.  

 

Hartwell is unique in its inter-faith relationships and Fr. Pat was responsible for Sacred Heart 

joining in the Holiday Ecumenical Services at First Baptist and First Methodist churches. He was 

also instrumental in starting the Clothes Closet, which was formerly located across the street 

from the church. 

 





In February of 2007, Founders Hall was dedicated by Archbishop Wilton D. 

Gregory. This new facility more than doubled the seating capacity for parish 

functions and also provides a larger, more complete kitchen with industrial size 

appliances. This facility can also be used to host civic events and private functions 

within the community. This parish hall was named Founders Hall in honor of the 

founding families: the Kotals, Dokers and Sokols. 

Also in February, parishioner Barry Phillips began studies in the diaconate 

formation program in the Archdiocese of Atlanta. This five-year program will 

culminate with his ordination to Holy Orders as a deacon on February 12, 2012. 

He will join Deacon Jerry Korte as clergy at Sacred Heart. Deacon Jerry Korte 

was ordained June 10, 1995 and has served faithfully at Sacred Heart as DRE and 

administrator, among many other duties. 

In June of 2010, the basement of Founders Hall was dedicated as a functioning 

facility of its own. Through the tireless work and dedication of Council #9915 of 

the Knights of Columbus, this basement was transformed into two classrooms, two 

large meeting rooms and two large storage areas. This facility was much needed as 

our enrollment for religious education continues to grow and also as our parish 

increases in size. 

In May of 2010, Fr. Terry Kane announces his retirement. Fr. Terry has served the 

Archdiocese of Atlanta as a priest for forty-two years and has served Sacred Heart 

for 12 of those years. Fr. Terry will continue to serve the People of God in his 

many travels and also as a supply priest in the archdiocese. He will continue to 

reside in Hartwell. 

In August of 2010, Fr. Rafael Castaño became the pastor of Sacred Heart. Fr. 

Rafael is a native of Colombia, South America and was ordained in 1998. He was 

pastor of St. Bernadette in Cedartown, Georgia for over eight years prior to his 

arrival in Hartwell. Fr. Rafael inherits a vibrant and diverse parish which is home 

to many cultures, including large Hispanic and Vietnamese communities. We 

welcome Fr. Rafael and look forward to our continued growth as a parish with him 

as our leader. 
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